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	Category
	Score
	Comment

	Overall Visual Appeal
	2
	There are a few graphic elements used, which pertain to the content being covered and do contribute to understanding of concepts; however, the link is very basic. There is some variation of type size and color to signal different portions of the WebQuest.   Underlining is only used for hyperlinks. I think there could have been more effort put into creating a stronger visual appeal for the audience.

	Navigation & Flow
	3
	The navigation within the Webquest itself is good.  I only found one link that didn’t work. It is easy for the audience to follow.

	Mechanical Aspects
	0
	This Webquest is in need of revision because I found more than 5 broken links.  Websites have either been moved, or simply no longer exist.  Additionally, some links don’t link to the information they say they link to.

	Motivational Effectiveness of Introduction
	1/2
	The only reason I rated this a ½ and not a 0 is because the introduction states that the students will be going on an adventure to a given habitat. Usually, at the mention of “adventure” third graders get motivated; however, the rest of the introduction leaves much to be desired. There really aren’t any exciting motivating factors, and there really isn’t a “compelling” question or problem that needs to be solved. Things are stated very matter-of-factly. 

	Cognitive Effectiveness of the Introduction
	1
	Although the introduction does make some reference to the learner’s prior knowledge by listing the different habitats they will be exploring and does preview what the lesson will be about, it is on the weaker side. Background knowledge could have been built in a stronger way.

	Connection of Task to Standards
	0
	Although there must be curricular ties in this WebQuest, I did not find any connection to specific standards in the teacher notes section or in any other section.

	Cognitive Level of the Task
	3
	Overall, this WebQuest involves simply comprehending or retelling of information found on various web pages and answering factual questions; however, because Task 7 has them synthesize and apply their learning to a new situation. Consequently, I gave it a 3 instead of a 0.  More inferential thinking would need to be elicited by the overall WebQuest in order to earn a higher score.

	Clarity of Process
	4
	The directions and process are clear and easy to follow.

	Scaffolding of Process
	3
	Although the activities and response sheets are appropriate for the tasks, there really isn’t much differentiation at all in this WebQuest. There is only one type of response method throughout the project, and the activities under “Create Your Habitat” are all very similar.  Different modalities, learning styles, and ability levels are not taken into consideration.

	Richness of Process
	0
	There are few steps in this WebQuest, and no roles are assigned.  I was curious as to whether this Webquest was indeed to be completed by a group or by an individual student.  It was only when I reached the “Oral Presentation” task that it stated that the “group” would be creating a presentation.  This WebQuest could easily have been completed alone.

	Relevance & Quantity of Resources
	0
	There are insufficient resources available for students to accomplish this task because more than half of the links don’t work.

	Quality of Resources
	0
	The links aren’t very exciting. The information provided could easily have been found in an encyclopedia.

	Clarity of Evaluation Criteria
	3
	Although there is a rubric attached, the criteria for success is very general and the descriptors are weak. There are a lot of gray areas.

	Total Score:
	19.5/50
	


Overall, this is a very poor WebQuest, and I would not want to use it with my students.  It needs serious revisions in order for it to work properly, as well as for it to be a more meaningful learning experience.  There is not enough higher level thinking going on.

