Amy Castela

EDT 598 – Inquiry Into Educational Technology
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Homework Assignment Week 5:  Twitter 

How does Twitter relate to the ideas of Learner Control presented in chapter 13?

Tweet, Tweet

Clark and Mayer’s chapter entitled “Who’s in Control?” discusses the various elements of learner control in computer based instruction. Essentially, learner control refers to the amount of control the user has while participating in instruction. This control can vary along a wide spectrum from little or no learner control to high learner control.  With minimal to no learner control, the learner simply has to follow the sequence of instruction in a highly structured manner, and is given little to no choice as to the route he or she can take in learning. On the other hand, with high learner control, the learner is given numerous opportunities for making choices throughout their instruction. Instruction can take on a variety of sequences, and the learner can follow many different paths in order to achieve the expected learning. The control can also be highly adaptive or not. This means that the program monitors the learning and adjusts instruction based on learner input. Essentially, adaptability has to do with ongoing differentiation of instruction for the learner. A highly adaptive program makes learning highly individualized for the user. On the contrary, one that is lacking in adaptability generalizes learning for all users. When looking at the social networking and microblogging service of Twitter, elements of learner control definitely come into play.


Essentially, Twitter is a tool characterized by high learner control. Users can learn about whatever they want, whenever they want, at their own pace. They can choose who or what to follow and not follow. Students can also ask for and receive support from the teacher via ongoing tweets. Additionally, they can post whatever content they want to post on whatever topic they wish. As far as adaptability is concerned, Twitter can be a highly adaptive tool for learning. Because the teacher could follow her students (and vice versa), the teacher can easily differentiate instruction based on the needs and responses of his/her students. Both general and specific feedback can be provided in order to further increase learning and motivate the students.  


Prior to this class, I was unaware of the vast capabilities of Twitter as a learning tool in the classroom. Essentially, all I knew was that it was a form of microblogging tool, which allowed people to post updates about what they are doing in their lives; however, that is merely the basic starting point and premise. There are countless other ways this piece of Web 2.0 can be integrated into instruction. After viewing the slideshow attached to the EDEN Conference piece entitled “Thirty Interesting Ways to Use Twitter in the Classroom,” my gears really started turning. I particularly loved the literacy ideas they suggested. One of the activities mirrors something I already do in my classroom during Writer’s Workshop called pass the pen. Essentially, one student starts a story with a couple of sentences then passes the pen to another student for continuation. This keeps going until the story is complete. It can take place between partnerships, as well as the entire class. This activity can easily be transferred to Twitter. Then, there can be a great lesson on editing and revising, which will ultimately lead to a published piece. What is really neat about making this a Twitter activity is that the entire class can watch the whole process happen in action, verses the traditional format of the floating paper. This idea made me think of Twitter as a good vehicle for peer conferring with writing as well. Students can get constructive feedback on their writing from their peers via tweets. Two other activities I particularly liked involved word study. A word of the day can be posted, and webs can be generated of synonyms and examples of this word being used in writing. This is something I also already do in my classroom; however, it is on a graphic organizer. What I really like about turning this into a tweeting activity is that all of the students could post their creative sentences using the new word in one common place for everyone to see and use for inspiration in their own writing. That is really terrific! Along with this is an anagram activity, where students are challenged to make as many words as they can from a given set of letters. Similar to Scrabble, I also already do this activity with my students in spelling. In my classroom it is called making and breaking words. By transforming this into a tweeting activity, I could easily see my students getting motivated by seeing how many words they could post on the class tweets. Additionally, I liked the whole idea of using Twitter as a vehicle to respond to open-ended questions about texts. Students can post summaries of readings, discuss point of view, and characterization. This idea inspired me to think that Twitter could be used as a vehicle to demonstrate my students’ use of reading strategies. For instance, my students could also share their connections to stories, visualizations about what they are reading, questions they have (before, during, and after reading), and inferences they are making. It can essentially be a running log of their interactions with the story, but it would be online instead of on a paper “Thinkmark” or sticky note. Moreover, still another idea I had was to incorporate it into Math instruction. Each day I have my students solve a daily story problem, and I foster and encourage multiple ways of solving the same problem. Students could tweet about all of the different ways they solved the story problem of the day. Again, this is something I already do, but I do it on paper and on the white board instead. 


Ultimately, I came to the conclusion that I can definitely integrate this tool into my instruction even at the third grade level, particularly with the aforementioned activities. Essentially, what I really like about Twitter is that it offers a great opportunity for the entire class to participate and get their voice heard in a meaningful way. Consequently, students become more active participants in their learning. When this happens, retention of learning increases, as does motivation. Although I have not ironed out the technicalities of exactly how I would integrate Twitter into my teaching, the ideas are basic enough that third graders could definitely learn through tweeting. Issues that come to mind include that of security and public access to our tweets. Even though they say they can be made private, the EDEN paper stated that there was no restriction to seeing anyone’s tweets. Of course one could get around that issue through anonymity and use of alias names, or in my classroom student numbers that I assign at the beginning of the year. In addition to that issue, there is always the bigger problem of availability of functioning technology. In order for me to maximize the use of Twitter as an efficient instructional tool, I would envision the need for more than just two computers.  The ideal, of course, would be the tech classroom with one computer per student, where they could tweet in a quick, ongoing manner, as is intended.


Thus, in response to Clark and Mayer’s chapter title, “Who’s in Control?,” the learner is. Tweet, tweet!
