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Discussion of User Intentions on Twitter

	Activity
	Comment

	Daily Chatter
	I liken this activity to postings on Facebook, where people let “friends” know what they’re doing at a given point.  This is what I thought was the major premise underlying Twitter. I didn’t realize there was so much more you could do. I also just recently joined Facebook, and my interest in posting has decreased significantly and quickly. I find that it’s just something else to do or manage.  It can be fun if you’re keeping friends posted on a big event that’s happening, but I really don’t care to just let people know I’m going for a walk or what I’m having for dinner. I’d rather have a more meaningful chat with someone in person or on the phone. It makes it more personal. I’m old fashioned, I guess… Or, here’s a thought, disconnect from the computer and go have a life…  (   

	Conversations
	I have replied to a few people’s tweets; however, I’d really like to use this tool in a classroom and watch the conversations actually taking place while everyone’s logged on and tweeting at the same time. Then, that would really be a neat conversation or class discussion on a topic. I like to have the conversations be more immediate like live chatting instead of having conversations like emails, which might take longer to view.

	Sharing Information/URLs
	I shared the URL for the website to my Aunt’s bed and breakfast in Portugal. It’s a good way to get information out there to people in a fast way. I also visited links that my peers shared from the ISTE conference. Many of the websites are excellent and have useful activities I’d like to try.

	Reporting News


	I posted a comment about Portugal and Brazil going home from the World Cup, but I just don’t see myself as reporting news on Twitter very much. The only use I could see for it would be if I was teaching current events with fourth or fifth graders. I could have them tweet about current events for a class homework assignment. That would be really motivating for them, I think…

	Information Source
	Anytime I tweet something, I’m an information source.  Albeit my information might not be very meaningful, but it’s information nonetheless.  The girls did a nice job being information sources from the ISTE conference. I’d like to use this more as an educator, though, through lessons. The problem is the 140-character limit. It forces you to be concise in the information you share. The only way to share longer pieces of information would be through several sequential tweets. Yet, I don’t think that’s really the point of Twitter. Twitter is more about the down and dirty way of communicating quickly.

	Friends
	The only friends I’m following and who are following me are my classmates from EDT. I don’t use Twitter at all in my personal life. I use Facebook more, but even that is dwindling. I find it interesting that these types of Web 2.0 refer to contacts as “friends.” Anyone can be a “friend” in Facebook and Twitter, but are they really one’s friends in day-to-day life? For instance, on Facebook, I limit my “friends” to those who are truly my friends, not to everyone and anyone who just wants to know about my personal life but really doesn’t give a hoot about me outside the virtual world. It’s just really interesting to see how the connotations of the word “friend” have changed in the recent years with the development of these types of tools.

	Information Seeker
	I was an information seeker the past week as I followed the girls’ tweets throughout the conference. I was curious to see what kinds of new things they were learning about and listening too. I was also looking for links to some useful websites they might have come across. I definitely did more seeking than provide information. 


Ultimately, I have mixed feelings about Twitter. I recognize that it could be used as a valuable vehicle for instruction; however, a lot of the tweeting going on is simply a waste of time. I think that the limited number of characters is definitely an influencing factor in the quality of content presented. I much prefer blogging as a means of relaying more meaningful content.  It will be interesting to see how Twitter continues to evolve over the coming years, as well if and how educators continue to integrate it into their teaching.

